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MAIN POINT
God’s promises and call to faith do not necessarily include immediate or conflict-free accomplishment.
INTRODUCTION
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 
Since being an adult, how many times have you packed up and moved to another city? How much research and preparation did you do before leaving? Why did you make that particular move?
The early chapters of Genesis describe God’s call of Abram and his obedient moves to Canaan and then to Egypt. How might these moves have affected his marriage, his relationship with his kids and extended family, and so on?
Following God’s plan for our lives is always the right thing to do, but it’s not always the easiest. The mission He has given our church—to reach the world with the gospel—is a massive undertaking that is filled with blessings and conflict, and both grow our faith and trust in God as we follow the Lord’s leading in our lives. Abram was called to obedience and so are we. Abram experienced conflict amidst God’s promises and so will we. Today’s discussion will help us see the impact our faith should have on our relationships with others and how we handle conflict.
UNDERSTANDING
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.
Have a volunteer read Genesis 13:1-7.
Conflict has been around since the Garden of Eden. Abram faced difficulty and conflict on his journey. His entourage was so vast that the land could not produce enough food and water for his people and all his animals. The people began bickering and fighting over the land’s resources when they became hungry and tired. Abram faced conflict within his own family. These weren’t robbers or bandits or other people groups attacking his family—his family members started quarreling with one another.
Take a few minutes to discuss what it might have felt like for Abram to face conflict from his own people during his journey. What impact could this have had on his faith and obedience?
Now think about your life. When you face conflict as you’re trying to live for God, what impact does it tend to have on your faith and your level of obedience?
As we walk through life, conflict is going to come. We need to think about how we handle conflict in our lives. Do we give way to bickering and acting in a sinful way? Or do we trust the Lord and seek to conduct ourselves in a Spirit-led way? We are not going to respond to conflict perfectly every time, but it is our goal. Many times, we make a current conflict even worse by our words and behavior during the conflict.
Have a volunteer read Genesis 13:8-13.
Look at Abram’s solution to the conflict. What does his choice of less fertile land reveal about him? Read Hebrews 11:8-16.
What principles can we learn from his behavior in this passage?
Look at verses 14-17. In light of Abram’s faith, what did God promise him? What does this teach us about our relationship with God?
Abram wanted resolution to the conflict raging between members of his family and his shepherds. He desired peace more than anything. He gave Lot the right to choose the exact land he wanted to take and settle his family. Abram would go elsewhere and settle his own family. He chose God’s mission over his own preference; he embodied generous living. God blessed Abram for this decision. After separating from Lot, God made amazing, universal promises to Abram, giving him hope for the rest of his journey.
Abram’s choice to avoid the sin of festering anger and unconfessed resentment did not turn out as he might have expected. Nevertheless, Abram shows us a model of behavior that can help us choose to avoid sin.
While Abram’s example shows us the right way to respond to conflict through faith, Lot’s response gives us the other side of the picture. What does Lot’s taking the well-watered land say about the condition of his heart and his attitude toward his uncle Abram?
Read Genesis 13:13 again. What do we know about Sodom from later chapters of Genesis? How does Lot’s choice to live near Sodom match the sort of person he seems to be based on his behavior?
Like Lot we sometimes make selfish choices we think will bless us, but they end up harming us. We also fall prey to temptation and place ourselves in sinful situations. We enter the company of sinful people, not to evangelize them but to join them. We cannot be what God wants when we immerse ourselves in evil (1 Cor. 15:33). Obedience involves avoiding evil situations and following God. By choosing to mature in our faith through seeking consistent fellowship with God, we can experience the blessings of abundant life.
What are some examples from your life of how conflict is dealt with in a sinful manner?
On the other hand, what does a godly response to conflict look like? Can you share a personal example?
Conflict is a guarantee in this life. Because it is guaranteed, we need to ponder and pray about how we will handle conflict in our lives. We can either be sinful or Spirit-led with our responses to conflict. God uses these situations to build character and perseverance. He is equipping us for the journey ahead each and every day.
APPLICATION
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.
Why does God care about how we, as His children, handle conflict? What example has He set for us through Christ?
What is your normal response to conflict? Are you pleased with this or is it a response that needs to change?
How might we as a group help each other pursue the faith and humility modeled by Abram?
PRAYER
Thank God for graciously saving us and giving us new hearts. Pray that we would learn to live by, rely on, and demonstrate His grace. Pray that our church would be marked by people who humble themselves before God and resolve conflict in a loving and gracious manner.
COMMENTARY
Genesis 13:3-13
13:3. Abram moved northward to Bethel, an area of Canaan with greater rainfall—and thus more vegetation—than the Negev. This move was probably necessary in order to feed the large flocks of Abram and his nephew Lot. 
13:4. Abram’s physical return to the place where God first spoke to him in the promised land was paralleled by a spiritual recommitment of his life to God. For the first time since he left Canaan for Egypt, Abram called on the name of Yahweh.
13:5-7. Pharaoh had treated Abram well in Egypt on account of Sarai, giving him “flocks and herds, male and female donkeys, male and female slaves, and camels” (12:16). These material blessings demonstrated the Lord’s blessing of Abram’s life. Lot was blessed also for he had flocks, herds, and tents. The fact that the land was unable to support them reflected the vastness of God’s blessings on the one hand and the strain on the land’s resources on the other hand. The phrase “as long as they stayed together” prefigured a separation in the near future. The conflict that arose between the herdsmen of Abram and Lot indicated the need for Abram and Lot to separate. The conflict also provided the opportunity for the Canaanites and the Perizzites who were living in the land to witness how Abram responded to such conflict. These pagan peoples would know of Abram primarily by the way he settled disputes with his family members. 
13:8-9. How did Abram settle the dispute between his herdsmen and Lot’s? He took three actions. First, he counseled against quarreling because they were relatives. Second, he humbled himself and gave Lot first choice concerning where he would dwell and tend his flocks and herds. As the older patriarch, Abram had the prerogative of first choice, but he yielded to Lot saying, if you go to the left, I will go to the right; if you go to the right, I will go to the left. Finally, by faith he counted on God’s promises to make the land Lot rejected suitable and productive for all his needs. Abram trusted the Lord and humbled himself to resolve conflict.
On the surface, Lot seemed to fare better than his uncle because he took the prime real estate for his herdsmen. However, in spite of all the positive attributes of the territory Lot selected, the people of the region “were evil, sinning greatly against the Lord” (v. 13). Lot’s greed led to ultimate loss. Conversely, Abram’s faith served him well. Once Lot had separated from Abram, the Lord spoke to Abram. Abram was to look in every direction—north and south, east and west. As Abram looked around, the Lord promised to give to him and his offspring forever all the land he saw.
13:10. Thinking especially of his flocks’ need for water and pasture, Lot was particularly interested in the southern end of the Jordan Valley, an area that was well-watered everywhere. So well off was this region before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, two prominent cities located there (19:24-25), that it was reputed to be as lush as the Lord’s garden—or the garden of Eden (2:9-10). 
13:11. To the careful reader, Lot’s journey eastward has some troubling implications. Other situations in the early chapters of Genesis in which the “east” is mentioned as a destination include those of Adam and Eve following their sin in Eden (3:24), Cain following his judgment (4:16), and sinful humanity prior to the Tower of Babylon incident (11:2). 
13:12. Lot apparently lived a transitional existence, living in the cities of the valley while also maintaining a tent camp near Sodom in order to maintain his flocks.
