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			 MAIN POINT




			Church members must always work to preserve unity and resolve conflict with their brothers and sisters in Christ.




			 INTRODUCTION




			As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.




			How do you typically greet people when you see them in person? What about on the phone or in an email?




			How does your greeting change if you have a close relationship to the person?




			What is the strangest greeting you’ve ever received? How did you respond?




			In the apostle Paul’s letters, he often began with a sincere greeting, one that spoke of the believers he was writing to as brothers and sisters. Even when his letter was of a serious nature, he wanted to express an essential truth: we are a spiritual family. In Christ, we are brothers and sisters. And because we are a family, we must always work to preserve unity and resolve conflict with one another.




			 UNDERSTANDING




			Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.




			Have a volunteer read 1 Corinthians 1:1-9.




			Paul encountered many problems with the church in Corinth. Most of these problems were things we still see today, like sexual immorality and pride. But Paul’s overarching concern was with the result of the Corinthians’ sinful behavior and attitudes: disunity. Paul saw the disunity as a terrible disaster. He was so worried about the divisions in Corinth that he barely got through saying “hello” before he launched into a rebuke against this gospel-opposing behavior.




			Looking at verses 1 -3, why do you think Paul made some many descriptive statements about the people in the church? Which one means the most to you? Why?




			The apostle’s description of these Christians revealed his deep concern for them. First, he called them the church of God. The readers were not merely individuals. They were a community that belonged to God. Only God’s desires held sway over the life of this church. Second, the believers in this church had been sanctified, or set apart from the world, by virtue of their faith in Christ. Third, the Corinthian believers were called to pursue pure and holy lives. Fourth, they were called to holiness together with all believers everywhere. Holiness was not to be pursued simply by individuals, but by the entire church. This opening address set the stage for Paul’s central concern in this section: God’s gift of salvation had brought the Corinthians into a relationship with other believers; they were members of one body. They were a spiritual family.




			How do you define “grace”?




			Paul’s focus in these first nine verses was on God’s grace. What words or phrases do you see here that speak to God’s grace?




			How might we be different if we really understood all these things about God? How would you be different?




			How do these truths about God speak to the problems the Corinthian church was facing?




			Often, we need to be reminded of who we are and what God has called us to be in order to see how our actions don’t line up with that calling. Corinth was a church that was full of disunity and lacked focus on the main thing. They’d forgotten they were a spiritual family. Like us, these people needed to be reminded of what God had called them to be, and just how faithful He would be. Paul did not place his confidence in the church as the Corinthians did, but in the God of the church.




			After his brief greeting, Paul immediately turned his attention to one of the dominant problems in the Corinthian church. Instead of serving one another in harmony, Paul’s readers had divided into factions, each of which thought itself superior in wisdom to the other segments of the church.




			HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 Corinthians 1:10-17.




			Why does God hate divisions in the church so much?




			In today’s world, what causes divisions in the church most often?




			If we are “perfectly united in mind and thought,” what will be our focus? How do we get to this point?




			God hates divisions. They hurt our witness and turn our focus from God’s cause to our own personal, self- seeking cause. When we are unified, our focus is turned back to the main thing—God alone, His cause alone. Divisions have no place in God’s family because they work against God’s cause, even when masked by good intentions.




			 APPLICATION




			Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.




			How do you see divisions in the church or in our homes affecting the calling of our church?




			What are we doing as a group to promote unity in the church? In what ways do you think we can better live out this value?




			Looking back at verses 4-9, how does the truth of God’s grace and work in your life affect you on a daily basis? Does it truly motivate you to share the gospel with others? If not, why do you think that is?




			How does embracing God’s forgiveness in our own lives lead us to show grace and unity toward others?




			How can we help one another keep Christ central in our personal lives this week? What are some practical ways we can each focus our thoughts and attitudes more on Jesus?




			 PRAYER




			During your closing prayer time, read through 1 Corinthians 1:4-9 slowly, and encourage group members to silently pray through these verses as you read them aloud. Pray that in response to God’s desire for unity among us, that we would be people who desire unity, too. Pray for relationships to be restored and reconciliation to occur with those we’ve injured. Pray that your group would grow together by encouraging one another to live as brothers and sisters in Christ.




		


		

			 COMMENTARY




			1 Corinthians 1:1-17




			1:1 Paul generally used the designation an apostle...by the will of God when his apostolic authority was being challenged or when he was writing to correct his readers.




			1:2 Paul attached two epithets that identified the church at Corinth: those who were sanctified in Christ Jesus and those who were called as saints. These epithets and the last qualifying phrase, with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ— their Lord and ours, suggests the letter’s theme: those who are set apart belong to the Lord and appeal to His authority. Jesus Christ is the “Lord” in every place.




			1:3 Paul’s standard greeting after the salutation identified two persons of the Trinity, God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. “Lord” recalls “Lord God” of the Old Testament, thus making a clear statement about Jesus’ divine identity.




			1:4 Paul later used the word grace with reference to the Corinthian believers being accepted as blameless at the Lord’s appearing (vv. 7-8), and also with reference to their spiritual giftedness that confirmed their relationship with Christ (vv. 6-7). As is only fitting, Paul’s chief reason for gratitude toward the Corinthian believers was the gift of grace God had given them.




			1:5-8 Paul clarified this grace with reference to the gifts given to the Corinthians. Their spiritual giftedness confirmed their reception of the testimony of the gospel. Paul declared they were enriched, referring not only to gifts that testified to their faith but also to those gifts that were being abused or counterfeited within the congregation. These latter included such gifts as ecstatic speech, a source of pride for the congregation. The Corinthian congregation also was prideful with respect to their possession of special religious knowledge. Despite these problems, their genuine reception of the gospel testimony was confirmed by their spiritual giftedness.




			1:9 In the introduction to 1 Corinthians, the word Lord occurs more than in any other letter introduction of Paul (vv. 2,3,7,8,9). In this transition to the body of the letter, Paul again emphasized his theme—the authority of the Lord over His subjects. He acknowledged the Father’s faithfulness to call the Corinthians into a unified fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ who is Lord of the church.




			1:10 Paul’s appeal to unity is expressed in a first-century idiom translated agree with one another. The added phrase perfectly united refers to the shared conviction about the centrality and importance of the gospel message—Christ crucified (v. 17; 1:18-3:4). In Paul’s mind, this central conviction was the key to church unity.




			1:11-12 Paul disclosed the report from Chloe’s household about the quarrelsome, divisive spirit in the church at Corinth. In a vivid, ironic style, he repeated their party slogans which used the stock phrase “I am with so-and-so.” Slaves used this expression to identify their master. Also, anyone who slavishly belonged to a factious political party could use this phrase. Even though they said, “I’m with Christ,” Corinthian believers who followed mere men exhibited a divisive, slavish spirit contrary to the way of Christ.




			1:13-16 Paul answered the rhetorical question is Christ divided by illustrating from his own life and ministry two crucial issues related to who he was and what devotion others owed him. In rapid-fire fashion, he asked: Was Paul  crucified for you? Or were you baptized into the name of Paul? The answer to both questions was clearly, “no.” Christ died for each of us, and by Christ’s authority we are identified with Him in one corporate body that belongs to Christ (12:12-13). Therefore, Christ is the One to whom honor is due.




			1:17 Paul did not try to gain a greater faction by baptizing, but rather he preached the gospel, his God-given mission (Acts 9:15). Not with words of human wisdom emphasizes what the world sees as the gospel’s foolishness, that being the message of “Christ crucified” (vv. 18,23; 2:2). The message of the cross of Christ should never be diluted in our evangelism, for by such “clever” means we risk voiding it of its power.




		











